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In October, 147.3 million Brazilian voters will choose their next President, as well as governors,
senators, federal deputies and state legislators. The first round of the election will be held on October 7
and the second round, if necessary, on October 28. We looked into the profile of the Brazilian electorate
and how it changed since the last general election, using data recently published by the Supreme Electoral
Court (TSE).

A total of 147.3 million Brazilians are eligible to vote – 4.48 million more than in the 2014 elections.
Brazilians registered to vote may cast their ballots in 5,570 municipalities in Brazil and another 171 cities
abroad. The country’s largest electoral college sits in the municipality of São Paulo, followed by Rio de
Janeiro and Brasilia. The foreign city with the highest number of Brazilian voters is Boston, with 35,000.
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Table 1: Municipalities with the largest numbers of voters, in thousands of voters

Source: TSE, Bradesco 

The regional composition of the electorate did not change significantly since 2014, with 70% of voters
concentrated in two regions: 43% in the Southeast and 27% in the Northeast of Brazil.
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Chart 1: Voters by geographical region, % of total

Source: TSE, Bradesco 

Depec Highlight – Bradesco

Municipality No. of voters Municipality No. of voters

São Paulo 9.053 Boston – USA 35

Rio de Janeiro 4.892 Miami – USA 34

Brasilia 2.084 Tokyo – Japan 26

Belo Horizonte 1.956 London – United Kingdom 26

Salvador 1.827 Nagoya – Japan 25

Fortaleza 1.776 New York – USA 23

Curitiba 1.338 Lisbon – Portugal 21

Manaus 1.320 Madrid – Spain 16

Recife 1.156 Milan – Italy 15

Porto Alegre 1.100 Porto – Portugal 14

Brazil Abroad
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The number of voters in the Southeast grew by 1.8 million since the last election. However, the Northern
region recorded the largest proportional growth, with a 6.8% increase in the number of voters – slightly
over 732,000. With the relative increase in the Northern and Midwestern regions, the Northeast and
Southeast recorded a small decline in their share of the electorate.

There is a significant variation in size regarding electoral colleges by state. São Paulo, for example, is
home to 33 million voters and is the largest electoral college, practically the same size as the South and
North regions combined. Minas Gerais follows with 15.7 million voters (10.6% of the total). Roraima is the
state with the smallest number of voters, currently at 331,000 (0.23%). The following map illustrates these
variations.

Chart 2: Voters in each state, % of total

Source: TSE, Bradesco 
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Chart 3: Percentage of voters by age group and gender
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Chart 4: Accumulated distribution of voters by age group and gender
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The group of voters under the age of 20 has 860,000 less voters this year. At the same time, there are
now 5.1 million more voters aged 35 to 64, and 2.3 million more voters over the age of 65. This reflects
the population’s aging process, which should continue to develop in the coming years.

An important caveat regarding voter education levels is that this data is informed at the time of
registration, but can be updated. Biometric registration will certainly help keep this information up to
date, but it is still not mandatory in some municipalities, which may mean that some of the data is
outdated.

The number of voters with incomplete elementary education fell by 15 million and those with higher
education (incomplete and complete) rose 7.6 million since 2014. Part of this change is related to
registration updates, but part is also due to the fact that the population’s schooling has increased over
recent decades. The same can be said for the number of voters who are only able to read and write,
which fell from 17.2 million to 13.1 million since the last general election. Regardless, the decline in the
number of illiterate voters was minimal compared to other education levels, falling to 6.5 million from
7.3 million four years ago.

Considering age groups, 57% of voters are under 44, totaling 83.8 million people. Male voters are
younger overall, reflecting the population’s age group composition. But voters are aging as a whole:
in 2014, this same cutoff represented 59.3% of voters.
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Level of education 2014 2018

Incomplete elementary school 53.150 38.064

Incomplete high school 27.511 24.864

High school graduate 23.839 33.677

Reads and writes 17.252 13.147

Complete elementary school 10.301 10.030

University degree 8.039 13.576

Illiterate 7.390 6.574

Incomplete University 5.225 7.314

Not informed 115 56

Table 2: Voters by education level, per thousand voters

Source: TSE, Bradesco 

[1] 63,000 voter registrations have no gender information.

Women are the majority in the electorate, totaling 77.3 million and 52.5% of the total. The total number
of women eligible to vote rose by 2.8 million since the 2014 elections. Men account for 47.5% of the total
electorate, reaching 69.9 million eligible to vote1. This number grew by 1.6 million since the last election.
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Chart 5: Voters by gender, % of total

Source: TSE, Bradesco 

There is a great disparity between regions in the number of voters, education level and aging. The
Southeastern region has the country’s biggest electorate, followed by the Northeast. Most voters are
under the age of 44, but aging among voters is already clearly seen, in line with the country’s population
dynamics. Finally, women are the majority in the electoral body, although there are no major differences
between Brazilian states: most remain close to the national average. Women eligible to vote are also the
clear majority among voters overseas.
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Many voters are updating their voter registration through biometric registration, which is leading to
major statistical changes. In 2014, statistics showed that 64% of voters were single. This most likely
reflects the age when voter registration is issued, usually between ages 16-20 (voting is compulsory for all
citizens residing in Brazil older than 18, and optional for 16-18 year olds). In 2018, this percentage fell to
59.6% and should keep declining in the next few years, as registrations are updated.

Additional information based on TSE data

Chart 6: Voters by marital status, % of total
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While the domestic average shows women at 52.5% of the voting population, the percentage abroad is
59%2. This ratio is significantly higher in some of these cities, such as Oslo, with women accounting for
76% of registered voters, or in Rome, where they represent 75% of registered voters.

[2] considering cities with more than 1,000 registered voters.

Municipality No. of voters Women Men

Oslo 1.443 1.095 348

Rome 10.709 7.982 2.727

Milan 14.769 10.981 3.788

Zurich 11.353 8.336 3.017

Munich 9.771 7.069 2.702

Source: TSE, Bradesco 

Table 3: Foreign cities with the largest number of voters
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DEPEC – BRADESCO is not responsible for any acts/decisions taken on the basis of the information available through its publications and
projections. All data or opinions contained in the information herein is carefully checked and prepared by fully qualified professionals, but should
not be taken, under any circumstances, as a basis, support, guidance or standard for any document, assessment, judgment or decision-making, of a
formal or informal nature. Thus, we emphasize that all consequences and responsibility for the use of any data or analysis of this publication are
assumed solely by the user, exempting BRADESCO from all actions resulting from the use of this material. We also point out that access to this
information implies acceptance of this term of responsibility and usage. The total or partial reproduction of this publication is strictly prohibited,
except with authorization from Banco BRADESCO or full citation of the source (naming of the authors, the publication and Banco BRADESCO).
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